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Synopsis

Imagine a young boy who has never had a loving home. His only possesions are the old, torn
clothes he carries in a paper bag. The only world he knows is one of isolation and fear. Although
others had rescued this boy from his abusive alcoholic mother, his real hurt is just begining -- he has
no place to call home. This is Dave Pelzer’'s long-awaited sequel to A Child Called "It". In The Lost
Boy, he answers questions and reveals new adventures through the compelling story of his life as
an adolescent. Now considered an F-Child (Foster Child), Dave is moved in and out of five different
homes. He suffers shame and experiences resentment from those who feel that all foster kids are
trouble and unworthy of being loved just because they are not part of a "real" family. Tears,
laughter, devastation and hope create the journey of this little lost boy who searches desperately for

just one thing -- the love of a family.
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Customer Reviews

The Lost Boy is an absolutely amazing true story of Dave Pelzer, which chronicles his years from 12
to 18 years of age as a foster child. This is book two of three and now | must go and read the other
two books in the trilogy. | could not put this book down. | would recommend this book to
everyone.This will book will make you cry, it will make you mad, and at the end, you will be cheering
and crying tears of joy for Dave. This book will break your heart and if you are a parent, you will be
outraged at the abuse. Sadly, child abuse is so prevalent, and there are so many cunning, and
devious parents out there, that some children do not get out and the abuse is "allowed" to go on and

on or the child is killed.Dave’s strength, determination, and unbreakable spirit shine throughout this



book. How he survived the brutality can only be called a miracle. It breaks my heart to read of such
incredible abuse and one does have to thank the foster parents, social works and teachers in this
child’s life. Dave says, "It takes a community to save a child", and | wholeheartedly agree.Dave
takes you through his five different foster families during his adolescent years and his desperate
determination to find the love of a family and a "home" propels him by not abandoning hope.Dave’s
inner strength, courage, and fortitude are a shining inspiration to us all. God bless you Dave and the
work that you are doing to help other children. Thank you for opening our eyes and sharing "your"

story.

This book is a sequel to the book, "A Child Called It." Like the first book, this one is also a very
emotional experience for the reader. | experienced feelings of anger, sadness, and frustration. The
first chapter reveals how the first book ended with the boy being rescued from his abusive mother.
The proceeding chapters go in depth of the child’s life in foster care and institutions, always in
search of a loving family to care for him. Whats frustrating about this particular book, and like the
first, is that it never reveals any consequences the abusive mother recieved. In fact, in this sequel,
she still tries to get to him and continues to manipulate the system. What's appalling is she is
allowed to do this with little or no consequences. | feel this book should be read by everyone in
order to make anyone who can make a difference in our society aware of this issue. It's my hope
that in the last sequel, it reveals some of the consequences the abuser recieves to put closure to
this issue. Thats why, | feel, the reader feels so frustrated and helpless. These are excellent books

by Dave Pelzer. | highly recommend them.

This book and the previous A CHILD CALLED IT provide an engrossing view of child abuse and the
needs of those rescued from its grip. It is most helpful precisely because it comes from the point of
view of the child as he is living it rather than from well-meaning experts who look from the outside in.
As the guardian of a formerly abused youngster, | was particularly interested in the emotional stages
that David went through after his rescue. His skill in expressing his own frustratation with himself
and his reactions to those who wanted to help him is extraordinary. His story has helped me to help
my own "foster" son and to better understand what he has gone through even though he himself
cannot yet explain much of his behavior. | hope he will someday feel comfortable about reading
THE LOST BOY and perhaps telling his own story after the wounds of his experience have become
less raw. | anxiously await the third book in the series, for | wonder how the final healing has taken

place for Mr. Pelzer. What has happened to his parents; did he ever learn why his mother behaved



as she did? How has he learned to parent his own child in the absence of a proper example in his
childhood? | think the answers to these questions might show the way for many like him who are

even now struggling not to survive, or to find a family, but to heal.

Thank you, Mr. Pelzer, for writing your heart in this book. As a foster mother of three little ones, 5, 5,
and 3, my heart always breaks for what they have seen and what | do not know yet that they have
seen or experienced. You have let the world know that all foster parents are not monsters--and in
fact, we try very hard to make our homes better and safer than some biological families’ homes. The
reason people become foster parents varies as widely as the reason children go into foster care.
Each child is special and each child deserves the best care and the sweetest love they can receive.
| could not put your book down after | bought it at the airport. My heart broke for your loss and your
continued struggle to understand why your mother did those horrific things to you and your family.
One could quickly blame the alchohol, but my heart ached as you continually tried to uncover what it
was you could have done to make things turn out differently. Sometimes, we do not find the
answers in this lifetime---your courage and honesty are appreciated. | highly recommend this book

to any parent or anyone who is curious about "the system." My hat is off to you, Mr. Pelzer.
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